
California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  3-9

 

Comment Letter AS003 Continued 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  3-10

 

Comment Letter AS003 Continued 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  3-11

 

Comment Letter AS003 Continued 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  3-12

 

Comment Letter AS003 Continued 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  3-13

 

Response to Comments of Dennis J. O’Bryant, Acting Assistant Director – Department of Conservation, Division of 
Land Resource Protection, August 4, 2004 (Letter AS003) 

AS003-1 
The Final Program EIR/EIS has been revised to reference Public 
Resources Code (PRC) Sections 21060.1 and 21095(a) 

AS003-2 
Acknowledged. 

AS003-3 
Please see response AS002-1. 

AS003-4 
Acknowledged.  Use of the Land Evaluation and Site Assessment 
(LESA) model will be considered during project level environmental 
review. 

AS003-5 
To minimize and avoid potential impacts to farmland resources, the 
highway and airport improvements of the Modal Alternative and the 
HST alignment options were located within or adjacent to existing 
transportation corridors to the maximum extent possible.  The 
analysis of potential impacts to farmlands in the Final Program 
EIR/EIS is conservative and may overstate potential for impact, since 
the proposed facilities or HST lines were placed primarily adjacent to 
the existing facilities.  However, opportunity exists to utilize portions 
of the existing transportation rights of way.  These opportunities will 
be investigated and exploited in the project level studies to minimize 
impacts.   

The program level analysis is focused on identifying, avoiding and 
minimizing potential direct impacts and thus minimizing any 
associated indirect impacts.  Potential indirect impacts will be 
addressed during the project level environmental review when 
sufficient detail is available regarding specific alignment location and 

facilities placement.  Construction methods and associated impacts 
are generally discussed in Section 3.18.5 of the Final Program 
EIR/EIS.  Growth inducing impacts are discussed in Chapter 5.  See 
also Standard Response 5.2.1.  Airport expansions are included in 
the analysis of potential farmland impacts in Section 3.8 in terms of 
land area required. 

Ancillary facilities such as maintenance yards were considered 
(possible location options) in the analysis of potential impacts; 
however, the facilities were not included in the area of potentially 
impacted farmland on a segment by segment basis to avoid skewing 
alignment option comparisons.  Siting decisions for these facilities 
would be made during the subsequent project level analysis.  All 
reasonable efforts would be made to avoid impacts to farmland 
resources in the placement of these facilities.    

AS003-6 
In the Final Program EIR/EIS, each environmental area (sections of 
Chapter 3) has been modified to include mitigation strategies that 
would be applied in general for the HST system.  Each section of 
Chapter 3 also outlines specific design methods and features that will 
be applied to the implementation of the HST system to avoid, 
minimize, and mitigate potential impacts.     

The detail of engineering associated with the project level 
environmental analysis will allow the Authority to further investigate 
ways to avoid, minimize and mitigate potential impacts to 
agricultural resources.  Only after the alignment is refined and the 
facilities are fully defined through project level analysis, and 
avoidance and minimization efforts have been exhausted, will 
specific impacts and mitigation measures be addressed.  Feasibility 
of mitigation must be determined in relation to specific impacts as 
considered at the project level. 
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AS003-7 
A Notice of Intent to prepare a Programmatic EIS has been issued by 
the FRA and the Nevada Department of Transportation for a 
proposed magnetic levitation rail service between Anaheim, 
California and Las Vegas, Nevada.  Potential impacts will be 
addressed by the EIS that is being prepared.  However, it is 
anticipated that the California-Nevada High-Speed Maglev project 
would have relatively little impact on agricultural resources within 
the state, due to the remote and arid geography and the land uses 
traversed by most of the proposed route.   Study of potential 
cumulative impacts during future project-level environmental reviews 
would include impacts related to other high speed rails proposals to 
the extent they are moving forward, should a decision be made to 
proceed with the proposed HST system. 

AS003-8 
Acknowledged.  The notification provisions would be followed during 
subsequent project level environmental review. 

AS003-9 
See response to Comment AS002-3. 

AS003-10 
See response to Comment AS002-4. 

AS003-11 
See response to Comment AS002-5. 
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